
1. It starts with seeing 
"Your own soul is nourished when you are kind, it is destroyed when you are cruel."  Proverbs 11:17 liv

"When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, 'Will you give me a drink?' (His disciples had gone

intothe town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, 'You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you

ask me for a drink' (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)"  John 4:7-9

You have heard that it was said: Love the sinner, hate the sin.

But the Bible's focus is: Love the sinner, hate my sin.

The Good Samaritan - Luke 10:27-36
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"'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your

mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'

'You have answered correctly,' Jesus replied. 'Do this and you will live.'

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, 'And who is my neighbor?'

In reply Jesus said: 'A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They

stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going

down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he

came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where

the man was; and when he saw him he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on

oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next

day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will

reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the

man who fell into the hands of the robbers?'

This parable answers the question: Who is my neighbor?



2. Have a heart of compassion
"Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom

and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, becase they were

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd."  Matthew 9:35-36

Neuroscience: "When we see someone else in distress, similar circuits reverberate in our brain, a kind of hardwired

empathetic resonance that becomes the prelude to compassion. If an infant cries, her parents' brains reverberate in

much the same way, which in turn automatically moves them to do something to soothe their baby's distress. Our brain

has been preset for kindness."   - Daniel Goleman, Social Intelligence (p. 60)

3. You have a call to action
"What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them?

Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, 'Go in peace; keep warm and

well fed,' but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it?"   James 2:14-16

4. Then do the right thing
"But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves."   James 1:22

"Faith alone justifies, yet faith is never alone. It is never without love; if love is lacking, neither is there faith, but mere

hypocrisy."    - Martin Luther

5. To love means to give
"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom

prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and

you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick

and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we

see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you

in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' The King will reply, 'Truly

I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'"   Matthew 25:34-
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